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In a 1st, govt approves all-women CISF
battalion to keep vital installations safe

MUKESH RANJAN @ New Delhi

THE Centre on Tuesday an-
nounced that it has approved a
first-ever all-women CISF re-
serve battalion comprising
more than 1,000 personnel, keep-
ing in mind the burgeoning du-
ties of the force at airports and
similar installations of strate-
gic and national importance.

The decision in this regard
was taken by the Union Minis-
try of Home Affairs, following
the growing demand for women
representation in security
roles, especially at critical fa-
cilities like airports, metro sta-
tions, and national monuments,
a senior official said.

“The newly sanctioned all-
women reserve battalion will
have 1,025 personnel, all of
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The newly sanctioned all-women
reserve battalion will have 1,025
personnel, all of whom will be
selected from within the existing

2 lakh strong CISF workforce. The
battalion will be led by an officer *
holding the rank of Senior
Commandant, with the personnel
expected to handle a variety okf _
duties at sensitive installations. *

whom will be selected from
within the existing Central In-
dustrial Security Force (CISF)
workforce, which is approxi-
mately 2 lakh strong. The bat-
talion will be led by an officer
holding the rank of Senior
Commandant, with the person-
nel expected to handle a variety
of duties at sensitive installa-

tions across the country,” a sen-
ior official said. .

The CISF has 12 reserve bat-
talions under its establishment
at present. As the name sug-
gests, these units are kept in
reserve and used as reinforce-
ment when the force is assigned
a new job, such as temporary
duties of conducting elections
and permanent tasks of guard-
ing the Parliament House com-
plex that came under CISF cov-
er earlier this year.

The force has a huge women
interface at facilities such as the
68 civil airports, the Delhi Met-
ro and historical monuments
such as the Taj Mahal and the
Red Fort, an MHA official said,
adding that the force had pro-
jected a requirement for an all-
women reserve battalion.




