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Amid Hindirow, Shah asks TN Govtto
teach medlcal engineering in Tamil

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MARCH 7
In a major rebuttal to Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister MK
Stalin over the ongoing con-
troversy surrounding alleged
Hindi imposition by the Cen-
tre, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Friday urged
the state government to
introduce medical and engi-
neering courses in Tamil.
Shah’s remarks came in
response to Stalin's jibe
likening the Centre’s stance
to “an LKG student lectur-
ing a PhD holder”, a com-
ment that has further esca-
lated political tensions
between Tamil Nadu and the
Union Government.
Day function of the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) at Thakkolam, Tamil
Nadu, Shah criticised Stalin
and the DMK for not taking
' sufficient steps to promote
Tamil in higher education. He
asserted that the Central Gov-
ernment, under Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, had made
significant reforms to recruit-
ment policies to accommeo-
date regional languages.
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DELIMITATION: STALIN
TELLS CMsTO JOIN HANDS

Chennai: Chief Minister MK
Stalin on Friday wrote to his coun-
temarts in Kerala, Kamataka,
Telangana, West Bengal, Punjab
and Odisha and party heads as
well, inviting them to join hands
with Tamil Nadu and be partof a
Joint Action Committee foran
“uncompromising fight”, over
delimitation of Lok Sabha seats,
which he termed an unfair exer-
cise. Stalin proposed the inaugi-
ral JAC meeting in Chennaion
March 22 and urged the leaders
to join forces to chart a “collec-
tive course forward”. en

“Until now, there was no
provision for the mother
tongue in Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF) con-
stable recruitment. Prime
Minister Modi decided that
our youth should be able to
take the CAPF exam in all
languages listed in the
Eighth Schedule, including
Tamil,” Shah said.

“T urge the Tamil Nadu

<< CISF chief RS Bhatti presents
a memento to Home Minister

_| Amit Shah at Arakkonam in
Tamil Nadu on Friday. ani

Chief Minister to take
immediate steps to intro-
duce medical and engineer-
ing courses in Tamil,” he
added, in a pointed remark
directed at Stalin.

The Centre had approved
the conduct of the CAPF
examination in 13 regional
languages, including Tamil, in
2023, days after Stalin protest-
ed the earlier decision to hold

it only in Hindi and English.
Shah’s comments came
hours after Stalin, ina lengthy
social media post, accused the
Centre of attempting to
impose Hindi through the
National Education Policy
(NEP). He claimed the BJP’s
push - threatened Tamil
Nadu'’s linguistic identity.
“The tree may prefer calm,
but the wind will not sub-

side,” Stalin wrote, arguing
that the controversy was trig-
gered by Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han’s remarks.

“It was Pradhan who pro-
voked us into responding when
we were simply doing our job.
He forgot his place and dared to
threaten an entire state to
accept Hindi imposition. Now
he faces the consequences of
reviving a fight he can never
win. Tamil Nadu will not be
blackmailed into surrender-
ing,” Stalin said, asserting that
the state had already achieved
the NEP’s 2030 goals.

“This is like an LKG stu-
dent lecturing a PhD holder.
Dravidam does not take die-
tation from Delhi; instead, it
sets the course for the nation
to follow;” he added.

Meanwhile, Shah praised
Tamil Nadu'’s contributions,
saying, “Be it administrative
reforms, spiritual achieve-
ments, education, or the uni-
ty and integrity of the nation
— Tamil Nadu has rein-
forced Indian culture in
every sphere.”

Earlier, Shah paid floral trib-
utes to the CISF personnel who
lost their lives while in service,




