PRINT

& %Fg!-_clﬁ eI$F (The Hindustan Times)

| C|rculat|on 68641 8
)

-
ol |

lm Dated 0, 07 _202} IW&BH (Page No.) H

SR H (Senal No.

| Prawesh Lama
letters@hindustantimes.com

| NEW DELHI: Four of the eight

| inspector generals (IG)-rank
cadre officers in the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)
are now women, a development
the force hailed as a historical
milestone in a statement issued
on Monday.

Of the 16 IG rank posts in the
CISF — eight allotted to IPS offi-
cers and the other to CISF cadre
officers, the force said that 50%
of the CISF cadres in these posts
are women. The women officers
holding IG-level posts are Shanti
Jaidev [eastern sector], Jyoti
Sinha [department of atomic

energy (DAE) and department of
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space (DOS)], Pratibha Aggarwal
[tech and provisioning (head-
quarters)] and Neelima Rani
[central sector].

“This is the highest propor-
tion among all armed forces of
the union. These officers now
lead key portfolios and field for-
mations. It aligns with India’s
broader push for Nari Shakti
(women empowerment)in
national security,” the CISF said
in a statement. “With women ris-

ing to leadership positions, CISF
is not just marking a milestone-
it is leading a movement towards
true representation and mean-
ingful participation in uni-
formed services.”

“In paramilitary forces such
as CISF, BSF (Border Security
Force) or CRPF (Central Reserve
Police Force), there are sectors
and frontiers — each one headed
by an IG. Below the IG, there are
several DIG-rank officers, who
assist the IG in the day-to-day
operations of the sector or fron-
tier. They have to make crucial
decisions. Having women offi-
cers, that too from the cadre, is
an achievement and a great
move,” a mid-level CISF officer
said on condition of anonymity.

"4women officers now at the helm of CISF

The force’s former chief Nina
Singh, who served as
the director general from Sep-
tember 2023 to July 2024, was
the second woman in the history
of central armed police forces to
head a paramilitary unit.

Retired IPS officer Meeran
Chadha Borwankar, who was the
first woman chief of the Mumbai
crime branch and headed the
home ministry’s Bureau of
Police Research and Develop-
ment, said the development is a
positive change for women offi-
cers. “We need high visibility of
women leaders in all the fields. It
encourages girls to be ambitious
and also encourages their fami-
lies to invest in girl education,”

she said/



